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NEWSLETTER

July 2011
The AGM was held on March 31st with 12 people attending. The main topic of the evening after the Trustees report was the inadequacy of the Protective Isolation rooms. PDLF has earmarked some of the funds with a view to help with the improvement of the rooms and we are hoping that the NHS will provide funds.  

Since last years AGM the 25th and final ‘Jean Whitfield Memorial Walk’ took place. Dr. Copplestone and his wife, Clare went on this walk and as a tribute to all the walkers over the years I’ve chosen one of Jean’s poems for you.

 The First Cell

I am the first cell an infinitesimal sprung coil

I shall riot dazzle link intertwine

make restless folds of twinkling grains

burst wide spread make targets

branch into amoebas oozing out of darkness

become bubbles bearing my luminescence.

I invent colours where I celebrate light

under rolling foam that licks me flat to green rocks

and I root myself against its power and reach

and close and establish my rhythm.

I have purpose. That is the beat of my dance. 

JACIE inspection
In May of this year Birch ward had their first JACIE inspection. (JACIE stands for Joint Accreditation Committee for International Stem Cell Transplantation & European Bone Marrow Transplantation). It is a non-profit body established in 1998 for the purposes of assessment and accreditation in the field of haematopoietic stem cell transplantation. During the last few years there has been much preparation on the ward for a 2 day inspection by both British and international doctors.
The days seemed to go well (I’m quoting Bet Leppard) and as yet the staff have not received the report. The inspection should highlight the need for change especially regarding the transplant rooms and hopefully the patients on Birch ward will have all the ‘mod cons’ soon enough.
EVENTS

There’s to be a ‘Hollywood Glitz N Glamour Charity & Auction Ball’ in Aid Of Plymouth & District Leukaemia Fund, the Lymphoma Association and Myeloma UK

Venue is The Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth on Saturday 24th September 2011 7.30 – 1am. Tickets are £30.00  and are being purchased on a first come first serve basis. The ticket includes a Welcome Drink, Hot & Cold Buffet and for entertainment Live Music and a Disco. There will be an Auction and a Raffle on the night and the chance to ‘Sponsor a Star’ – or you can sponsor a star today. For more details or to purchase your ticket or star contact Sarah or Tasha on Birch Ward, Level 8, Derriford Hospital or contact glitznglamour2011@yahoo.co.uk
NEWS
Bet is retiring! 
Bet started her nursing career in 1973 and I first met her in 1982.  She is an exceptional nurse with all the warmth and skills needed to care for patients with haematological disorders. Way back in the early days I recall her telling me she had aspirations to be the ward sister on the Haematology ward. She has worked faithfully to achieve this, always looking to improve patient care. The nursing titles change over the years but the spirit of caring for people remains the same. 
She has been a constant support over the years with a commitment to patients, families and staff and many friendships have developed over the years. We will all be aware of Bet’s involvement with PDLF and this has meant many hours given to meetings and fund-raising. She’s walked many a mile over the moors during sponsored events! For the foreseeable future Bet will still be involved in the work of PDLF and I am sure you all will join me in wishing Bet a happy and healthy retirement. 
That’s all for now bit if you are holding any events we would love to advertise them on the web site, www.pdlf.org.uk 
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