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Minutes of the PDLF Annual General Meeting 
 

Wednesday 11th April 2018 at 1900 
 

Seminar room 4, John Bull Building,  
Peninsula Medical School, Plymouth 

 
1. Chair’s Opening Remarks  

 
Adrian Copplestone welcomed members to the AGM. He thanked all the 
trustees, members and helpers for all their contributions during the year.   

 
2. Apologies  

Apologies for absence had been received from Steve Carey, Sarah Chooi, 
Hannah Hunter, Jill Kuhr, Simon Murray, Tim Nokes, Pam Redgwell, Wayne 
Thomas and Robin Younge. 

 
3.  Present  

Chris Allen, Wendy Bentley, John Bromhead, Samuel Burrows, Adrian 
Copplestone, Clare Copplestone, Joanna Farrugia, Frances Frend, Claire 
Hutchinson, Dawn James, Sue Gilbert, Rachel Graham, Bet Leppard, 
Maggie Moroney and Lesley Teasdale.  

 
4.  Minutes of AGM 2016 

 
The Minutes of the meeting on 26th April 2017 were approved without 
amendment and no matters were arising.  

 
5.  Trustees’ Report  

 
Adrian Copplestone as Chair of Trustees reported as follows: 

 
“Firstly on behalf of the Trustees, I would like to thank everyone here today 
at the AGM and all of our supporters who have spent time fundraising and 
made generous donations over the past year.  Fundraising was affected by 
the Devon rain – Chris’ River Dart Country Park weekend and the Tavistock 
Rotary Golf Day, but in the long run, both were successful. 
 
The main topic of the AGM last year was the Extension of Bracken Ward so 
that all the Haematology inpatients could be nursed in the same area with 
specialist haematology staff.  I’m glad to report that things seem at last to be 
moving ahead, with the possibility of the work being undertaken this 
summer.    The design process is underway, but the tendering process is not 
yet complete, so it is unknown how much it will cost.   The Trustees have 
been holding a substantial sum to cover the estimated costs and it was 
agreed at the AGM in 2016 that this expenditure was within the PDLF 
Constitution to fund this, as it was unlikely to be resolved by the NHS in the 
near future.  The Trustees will review the costs before making a final 
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commitment.  Centralising haematology inpatient care on an enlarged 
Bracken Ward, adjacent to Birch Day Case, will be greatly beneficial to 
patients, relatives and medical & nursing staff.  It can’t come too soon! 
 
The Trustees met on four occasions: 12th June, 4th September, 16th October 
and 10th January.  A further meeting for 13th March was cancelled as the 
tenders for Bracken were not back and the Financial Statement for 2017 was 
not yet complete.  We have spent more time with Risk Management.  On the 
25th May 2018, The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) becomes law.   
The new law is to protect individuals’ data and privacy.  Charities must seek 
consent to contact people.  With the AGM notice, we have sent our new 
Privacy Statement with details of how to update your information or 
preferences or how to make a complaint.  Lesley has produced 2 newsletters 
(which goes out to 67 people) and the new PDLF website went live in the 
Autumn. (www.pdlf.org.uk).  Membership is currently at 67 people, although 
there are 76 on the database. 
 
On the expenditure side the Tavistock Rotary has raised money for 5 new 
infusion pumps.  We also made a grant for a research PhD studentship with 
Plymouth University to Dr Claire Hutchinson worth £75,000.  Frances Frend 
was appointed to the post and started in the autumn.  
 
We had some problems with the production and approval of the accounts 
last year, so they were not available for the AGM.  I am pleased to say there 
were no substantial problems and the Financial Statement was submitted to 
Charity Commission before the deadline.  This year we have asked Mr Steve 
Carey to be the Independent Examiner.    I would like to thank Rachel Graham 
who has now completed a second year as Treasurer.  She is leaving to take up 
a post in Australia, so we will be looking for a new Treasurer.    
Another Trustee is stepping down.  Robin Younge has been an active 
fundraiser for many years and raised well over £32,000.  Since 2007, she also 
has been a wise counsel as a Trustee and I would like to thank her for her 
contributions to PDLF. 
 
Lastly, I would like to repeat my thanks to you all, the Trustees and the 
supporters of PDLF, and hopefully by next year’s AGM we will know that the 
enlarged Bracken ward is in use.” 

 
6. Treasurer’s Report  

	
Rachel Graham presented the Financial Statement for 2017 which was 
agreed by Trustees by email and was still being 
reviewed by Steve Carey, the Independent 
Examiner.  The income in 2017 was £20,849 
which was lower than the previous year but in 
line with the years before.  Fundraising had 
increased compared to the previous year.  

PDLF  Annual  Income
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Expenditure (£27,412) was more than income due to the PhD studentship 
grant.  The Balance sheet showed a total of £420,518, which more than 
covered the current commitments of the PhD grant and the expected costs 
of the Bracken ward extension.   

 
7.  Election of Trustees  
 

Two Trustees have stepped down Robin Younge (January 2018) and 
Rachel Graham.  The current Trustees were happy to continue, and a new 
nomination had been received for Dawn James.  The meeting confirmed 
the continuing appointments and the election of Dawn James unanimously.  

 
The Trustees are: Chris Allen, Sarah Chooi (Bray), Adrian Copplestone, 
Joanna Farrugia, Dawn James, Jill Kuhr, Tim Nokes, and Lesley Teasdale.  

 
8.  Re-appointment of the Independent Examiner 
 

It was agreed that Steve Carey would be asked to be the Independent 
Examiner, if he was willing (as he was not present at the meeting).  

 
9.  Any Other Business:  
 
a) CLL Support Group 

Sue Gilbert, Clinical Nurse Specialist informed the meeting that a Support 
Group was being set up to help patients diagnosed with Chronic 
Lymphocytic Leukaemia (CLL) and their relatives.  She asked for help and 
support from PDLF. The first meeting was on May 2nd and they were 
planning a publicity launch on July 25th in Derriford Leisure Centre.  Joanna 
suggested advertising this meeting in GP surgeries. 

 
b) PhD Studentship 
 Frances Fend gave a short talk on progress in her PhD project which is 

looking at the interaction of supporting cells in the bone marrow 
microenvironment and leukaemic cells in CLL and Mantle Cell Lymphoma.  
She showed some video clips of CLL cells changing shape and will look at 
the internal actin structures to see how this interaction occurs and might be 
affected by drug treatments.  

 
The meeting was closed at 19:30. The next AGM will be in April 2019.  
 
After the AGM, there was an enthusiastic and charismatic talk entitled The 
Changing Landscape of CLL Treatment by Dr Sam Burrows.  He explained 
what CLL was and how it is currently treated.  He outlined the principles of 
chemotherapy and why side effects occur.  He went on to look at new 
approaches relating to immunotherapy and small drug targeting of critical 
steps in cell controls.  His talk was well-received. 
 
JAC 
12.4.18 


