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Bracken Ward Extension Opening
A big thank you to everyone for your

ongoing support and fundraising for PDLF,
the report below shows exactly what we are
all working for;

Taken from University Hospitals Plymouth NHS
Trust Facebook page and The Tavistock Times
Gazette (12th Sept 19)

Bracken Ward has undergone a 12-bed expansion thanks to the generosity of the

Plymouth and District Leukaemia Fund (PDLF). The expansion was officially opened
earlier this month. Finance Director, Sarah Brampton, joined ward staff and patients
in thanking PDLF for their ongoing support. “We are enormously grateful to PDLF

for the very generous donation it has made
to Bracken ward,” said Sarah, “it has made

such a difference to patients, carers and staff
and we are hugely appreciative of all their
on-going support to the department.”
The money was raised through a

combination of donations, fundraising

events, memorials and legacies over the
years. Opening the Extension, Director of

PDLF and retired Trust Consultant, Adrian
Copplestone, thanked the many thousands of
people who have donated to the fund since
its inception in 1983.

Adrian paid special tribute to Tavistock
Rotary Club and to the fundraising
skydivers from Whitchurch, Julie

Williams and Graham Parker (who is
currently a patient on the unit), who
presented a last minute donation of
£1,300 to add to the £10,000 that

Tavistock Rotary had already raised to
purchase five state of the art
Chemotherapy pumps.
“PDLF is very pleased to contribute

£200,000 to the new Bracken Ward
expansion,” said Adrian. “This will

enable all the Haematology
patients to be looked after on the
same ward, by the specialist and
excellent nursing and medical

teams. I’m sure this will make a
huge difference to the patients
and their families.
“I would like to take this

opportunity to thank all the many
people who have kindly donated
time or money to PDLF over the
years. It is due their generosity that it
is possible for PDLF to help in this
way.”
PDLF was set up to enable patients with
leukaemia or related disorders receive

the best treatments locally, by providing

facilities and equipment. Since 1983 PDLF has
raised £1.9 million which has helped with the
setup of stem cell transplantation and

molecular biology in Derriford. It has also

funded research locally into

various forms of leukaemia.’

The Parish Plod
A scenic 9 mile walk from The White Thorn in Shaugh Prior, via Cadover and the
Skylark in Clearbrook to the Royal Oak in Meavy took place on Saturday 20th July

19. This was organised by Alisha West and friends in aid of PDLF in memory of her
Grandmother and another lady in Shaugh Prior. This event raised the amazing
amount of £3,725.

Christmas Raffle
Thank you to everyone who supported the

Christmas Raffle by donating prises and/or buying
tickets. Through your efforts we raised £412.00.

Support from Lloyds Bank Former Employees.
Liz Drysdale kindly mentioned PDLF to her friend Shirley, who
then put in lots of work getting prizes for the raffle held at a
recent Lloyds Bank Pensioners Tamar Area Sports and Social
Club event, which raised the amazing amount of £655.00.

Ultrasound Machine
PDLF have purchased an ultrasound machine, costing
£15,251.52, which will be used by the staff to help them
locate veins when giving treatment. Previously, we

would have had

to call upon the

Vascular Access
Team for

assistance if we
were having
difficulties

locating a vein,

which not only caused delays for the patient involved

but also placed an added draw upon the team’s resources.

Professor Simon Rule
We said goodbye to Simon in February after 19

years and 8 months, and took the opportunity to
wish him well for the future. Although he has

gone, please be assured that the good work he
started in Plymouth is continuing.

AGM 2020
As you may have seen for the letter which was sent out a couple of weeks ago, due
to Coronavirus we have had to take the extraordinary step of cancelling the AGM
which was due to take place on the 22nd April. That said, the Annual Report and

Financial Statements will be posted on the website once they have been signed off.

Contact details
Jo Farrugia is still updating the membership/contact database. If there are any
changes or if we can send the newsletter to you by e-mail rather than a hard copy
through the post, then please send her or myself the new contact details. Jo’s email address is joanna.farrugia@nhs.net
If you are holding any events we would also like to put them on our the web site,
www.pdlf.org.uk

My Contact details are:
Lesley Teasdale

c/o Birch Day Case Unit, Level 8

Derriford Hospital, Plymouth PL6 8DH
Email – admin@pdlf.org.uk or lteasdale@nhs.net
Best Wishes

Lesley

